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Dear Friends  
Greetings from the FMVSO Trustees, Dr David 
Brown, Grainne Purkis, Rory Gallagher and 
me, Di Gallagher (Mama Di!)  
February 17

th
 2016 marked the 10

th
 anniversary of 

the inauguration of FMVSO as a UK registered 
charity.  David and I were founding trustees; 
Grainne joined us in 2008 and Rory in 2012.  Each 
of the trustees has specific skills and areas of 
expertise to offer, and we are a very hands-on 
team.  Since 2006, 1 or 2 of the trustees have 
spent a month every year at Manjushree sharing 
thoughts and ideas with Lama Thupten Phuntsok 
and his staff, and working with the children.  
 

In March this year, I made my 9
th
 visit to 

Manjushree; my husband Leo came with me for 
the first time; he fully respects, understands, and 
supports FMVSO’s mission.  

 
HOW FMVSO ARE INVOLVED 
Initially, we raised funds to improve living 
conditions for the children.  Now our focus is on 
revenue funding, in particular for food and 
education. 
 

FOOD    We are committed to keeping the 
children in good health by making sure they 
are well fed.  We have helped to install a new 
safe water supply – dysentery is a huge problem 
due to pollution of water sources.  We have funded 
a regularly refreshed food and water reserve to 
last 3 months – in case of earthquake or other 
disaster.  
 

EDUCATION   We are committed to giving 
every student the opportunity to go on to 
further education, either academic or 
vocational.   

  

With the loyal 
and generous 
support of our 
many friends in 
UK, and from 
around the 
world, FMVSO 
are helping  to 
give children of 
Tawang district 
in NE India a 

better a life, and opportunities in education 
which they would otherwise not have had. 
 

FOOD.  Average cost of food per month 
would be £3000 but not everything has to be 
purchased.  The Manjushree vegetable fields 
and the land down in the Tawang river valley 
are both productive, providing at least some of 
the fresh fruit and vegetables needed.  The 
cows which roam the orphanage site provide 
milk which is made into butter and cheese.  The 
yak herd donated by His Holiness Dalai Lama’s 
Oracle also provides milk for cheese, and we 
are looking at ways of using the yak hair as a 
cash crop.  
 

The Indian army are still very generous in their 
donations of rice, flour, cooking oil and other 
basics.  The local villagers have huge respect 
for Lama Thupten and his care of children in 
need and give what they can spare of their own 
harvests.   
 

The bulk of the food needed has to be 
transported from Assam and this is costly.  
FMVSO have committed to a quarterly 
contribution of £6,500 and this, along with 
some smaller donations from elsewhere, covers 
the food bills. 
 

As a result of a 
balanced diet, clean 
water, and improved 
hygiene, the health of 
the family is generally 
good.  There are the 
usual cases of 
measles, diarrhoea, 
coughs and colds but 
the children recover 
quickly. 
 

Health care in this 
remote area is gradually improving.   Local 
doctors, including a Tibetan doctor, voluntarily 
visit Manjushree on a weekly basis.  The 
medicines in the clinic are regularly checked 
over to make sure there is an adequate supply 
of in-date medicines.   
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Since 2006, FMVSO has provided the funding 
for every student to go on to further education. 
 

20 of our Manjushree students have graduated 
with BA, BSc or Bcom and in most cases Masters 
or further qualifications  10 are now in paid 
employment in Government jobs, teaching, hotel 
management, banking, business and 
administration 
Namge has just graduated as a fully qualified 
nurse and plans to gain experience in hospitals in 
India before possibly looking to apply for work in 
UK.  Nima has completed her Masters’ and is now 
applying for local government jobs in Itanagar.    
2 graduates are teaching at Manjushree whilst 
studying for Bachelor of Education, and 1 working 
in the office whilst studying book-keeping. 
This year’s graduates are in Delhi and in 
Itanagar, following further study courses, partly 
funding themselves with the help of part time work. 
 

21 students are now attending college in Delhi, 
Assam, Bangalore and Mangalore and current 
costs are a total of £4000 per quarter 
Lama Thupten has spoken a lot with us about his 
ideas and plans.  He is seeing more options now 
for the children – not just academic.  Urgen Tashi 
has been accepted for the army and already left.  
Others will go down this road.  They can be 
accepted age 16+ with potential for further studies 
and advancement. 4 of our girls are studying to be 
Health Care Assistants and a further 2 are doing 
full Nursing degrees.  Other options include 
vocational training in Assam in carpentry, electrics, 
plumbing etc.   
 

Some students are weak in academic studies but 
talented in practical skills including drawing and 
painting.  There are opportunities to study 
traditional Tibetan painting in Bhutan with good job 
opportunities to aim for. 
 

FMVSO Trustees visit every year.  We all do some 
teaching, we work with the seniors on CV writing 
and interview practice, and I always run an Art 
Club.  The children love it and I have seen some 
amazing talent develop over the years with several 
winners in 
Arunachal 
Pradesh state 
competitions. 
 

This year,  
one of our 
handicapped 
boys reached 
the final of a 
National Art 
competition in 
Delhi. He won 
a consolation 
prize and met Prime Minister, Mr Narendra Modi .                               

 

Manjushree continues 
to provide a home, a 
family and education for 
children from age 4 to 
18, and continues to be 
‘home’ for ex-students 
to return to on holidays  

 

Trustees Dr David and Grainne, plan to spend 
several weeks at the Orphanage next spring, 
both will be working full-time with the children 
with particular emphasis on science, health and 
welfare.  Their visit will coincide with the 
scheduled visit to Tawang by His Holiness 
Dalai Lama.  The Stupa, a Centre for World 
Peace, situated beside Manjushree, is nearing 
completion in preparation for inauguration by 
His Holiness in March 2017. 

A message from Manjushree 
Foundation day (October 30

th
) this year was a 

little different to other years. It wasn't 
celebrated grandly. There was special 
breakfast and lunch for everyone. The kids 
and the teachers with lama sir had a small get 
together. Everyone expressed their 
experiences, their feelings. It was also kind of 
a thanks-giving. Everyone’s eyes were wet, we 
all got very emotional.. it was a warm lovely 
day.. everyone all the over the world were 
remembered and missed that day……. Thank 
you so much for all that you are doing for us... 
we can never thank you enough... you and 
FMVSO members and all our friends in UK. 

My fellow trustees join me in sending love, 
thanks, and good wishes for Christmas and 
the New Year to all you good people who 
continue to support the orphanage through 
FMVSO.  

Di Gallagher    (FMVSO Trustee)                                         

E-mail: fmvso06@gmail.com   
Website:www.fmvso.org         
No expenses are deducted and our trips are entirely 
self-funded.  All donations to FMVSO go direct to 
Manjushree                             
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