
 

By 2005, when 

FMVSO trustees 

Di and David first 

came across 

Manjushree, a 

dining hall and 

the beginnings of 

a hostel for the 

girls had been 

built. 
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Dear Friends  
On 30th October this year, Manjushree celebrated the 20th anniversary of its 

foundation.  Sadly neither I nor any of the FMVSO trustees were able to be 

present but we received pictures and videos and many warm messages 

expressing love and gratitude for our 13 years involvement. 

 

In the early years 

just one building 

housed the 

dormitories and 

the classrooms 

  

 

 

 

 

FMVSO pledged to complete the hostel building; the lower 

floor for the girls and upper floor for the boys.  By 2009 all the 

children had moved into comfortable new dormitories and a 

top floor had been added to provide an office, a prayer room 

and a room for guests – all funded by the UK friends of 

Manjushree. 
 

The new dining hall was also completed in 2009; this was paid for 

by friends in US and India.  A group of young Australians raised 

the money required to build a separate boys’ hostel. 
 

Over the last 10 years friends from around the world have contributed to improving living and 

teaching accommodation.  The children are now well housed and have adequate and suitable dining 

and recreation space.  Kitchen improvements are still in progress.  Until 2015 the ‘School’ was just a 

row of temporary corrugated iron classrooms – many classes were held outdoors, in the dormitories 

or in the dining room.  Thanks to the drive and generosity of one remarkable Japanese lady and her 

friends, Manjushree now has a magnificent new Academic Building. 
 

Whilst the infrastructure has been greatly improved and expanded in recent years, through capital 

funding from all over the world – including UK, FMVSO has for many years seen REVENUE funding 

as the ongoing priority.  The children need to be fed, teachers need to be paid, books and 

equipment bought, and the older students given the opportunity for further education.  

The boys’ dorm in the 

original building was 

overcrowded, dark, 

damp and unhygienic. 



Lama Thupten Phuntsok calls FMVSO ‘the Backbone’ of Manjushree. 

Through your generosity, FMVSO can continue to commit to regular, consistent financial support.  

Lama Thupten can rely on us to keep his children well fed – FMVSO are covering virtually all the 

food bills.  He can rely on us to give every student the chance to go on to further studies – FMVSO 

covers all Further Education costs.  Currently there are 23 students in full time college in Assam, 

South India, Chandigarh and in the home state of Arunachal Pradesh.  A further 6 post-grads are 

receiving some support whilst studying for Civil Service entry, Masters, Accountancy, or Bachelor of 

Education exams. 
 

All the 17 children who set out on their journey with Lama Thupten in 1998, and those who joined in 

the next few years,  have grown into fine young adults.  They have benefitted from the care, the 

education, and the moral values given to them at Manjushree.  Some are married and have 

children, some have chosen to be monks.  All are committed to giving whatever support they can to 

their Manjushree home.  Those in paid work are giving a regular financial contribution whilst others 

have chosen to volunteer at Manjushree, in teaching or administration.  16 past pupils were present 

for Foundation Day and they organised and were in charge of the day of celebrations. 

 
This is the new chapter; a step towards Manjushree becoming self-supporting. 
 

I am sad that I will not be going back to Manjushree but I still have strong links with so many of the 

seniors and the staff; most days I receive a Whats App message with news and warm wishes.  All 

understand and appreciate the part that FMVSO has played and wish me to convey love and 

gratitude to all you wonderful supporters.  David and Grainne plan to visit Manjushree next year. 
 

In a recent e-mail, the headmaster, Amar Gurung asked 

me to convey his respect and love to all the Manjushree 

family members in UK (FMVSO) and sends his sincere 

thanks for the kindness and generosity given over so 

many years for the benefit of needy children (or little 

angels as he calls them!). 
 

My fellow trustees David, Grainne and Rory join me in 

sending you love, thanks, and warm wishes for good 

health, peace and happiness in the year ahead. 

Di Gallagher    (FMVSO Trustee) E-mail: fmvso06@gmail.com   Website:www.fmvso.org    

Registered Charity No. 1113428                          
No expenses are deducted and our trips are entirely self-funded.   

All donations to FMVSO go direct to Manjushree to support the children.     

Lama Thupten  Phuntsok, Manjushree teachers and past pupils at Foundation Day 30
th

 Oct. 2018 
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