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Dear Friends of Manjushree 

Soon it will be Christmas! In UK we have had a 
mild Autumn but the 
winter is finally on its 
way – there has been 
snow in Scotland and it 
is working its way 
south. Snug and warm 
by a lovely log fire, my 
thoughts are with the 
children at Manjushree. 

In the winter in 
Tawang, at night 
the temperature  
can fall to as low 
as minus 10. 
During the day, if 
the sun shines, it 
can feel like plus 
10. The monsoon 

went on and on this year with rain and mist most 
days between April and October.  Now there is 
snow, sleet or freezing rain.  There is no heating in 
the dormitories or the classrooms. 
 

The young children 
have just completed 
their exams and, 
soon, those who 
have relatives to go 
to will be returning 
to their villages for 
the winter holiday. 
 

 

The senior children 
continue to go to their 
schools in Bomba and 
Tawang.  They walk for 
over half an hour often in 
difficult conditions – either 
snow or mud!   
 

There were some sunny 
days in November when 
the monsoon rains finally 
abated and I had lots of e-
mails from the children 

telling me about their successes in cricket, football 
and volleyball. The seniors have now finished their 
exams and are awaiting the results. 
 
 

  

Manjushree is a tough 
place to get to.  The 
road from Assam is, at 
best, treacherous and 
at worst, impassable!  
For the last 3 years a 
helicopter service has 
provided a lifeline for 
the mountainous state 
of Arunachal Pradesh.  
However, in April 
2011, 18 people died 
when the passenger 
helicopter crashed on 
landing in Tawang.   Just 10 days later, Dorjee 
Khandu, the chief minister of Arunachal Pradesh, 
and 4 others died when their single engine chopper 
crashed. Lama Thupten was in the search party 
which took five days to find the wreckage. Dorjee 
Khandu was Lama Thupten’s uncle. The helicopter 
service on the Guwahati/Tawang route has been 
suspended indefinitely and travellers to Tawang 
now have to make the challenging and often 
dangerous 3-day journey by road over Sela Pass,  
 

Permits are required for travel in Arunachal Pradesh 
and there is still a heavy military presence in the 
Tawang area due to its proximity to the Indo/China 
border – the LAC (Line of Actual Control) has been 
in dispute since the 1960’s.  There are reports in the 
press of massive infrastructure development to the 
north of the border, and talk of improving 
communications and military positions on the Indian 
side.  Despite this, the Border Personnel Meetings, 
which started in 1999, still continue every year to 
reaffirm the resolve to strengthen friendship and to 
maintain peace and tranquillity along the border.  
Last month army personnel of India and China met 
on the 15,000ft Bumla Pass and placed pebbles on 
the symbolic “Heap of Stones”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In this area fraught with difficulty Lama Thupten 
works tirelessly to help to improve people’s lives. 
Apart from his role as principal of Manjushree and 
father-figure to the children, Lama Thupten makes a 
huge contribution to the local community on both 
spiritual and welfare issues. He is loved and 
respected not only by the Manjushree family but by 
fellow monks, soldiers from the local military bases, 
and the Monpa people of Tawang and the villages. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress at Manjushree 
Lobsang, the secretary at Manjushree, sends 
regular updates on progress at the orphanage.  It 
has been a particularly difficult year in terms of 
building works.  
 

The constant monsoon rains through the summer 
and autumn, and the difficulty in getting skilled 
workers, has severely hampered completion of the 
boys’ hostel.  Now 
that the winter 
weather has 
arrived I doubt if 
the boys will be 
moving in until 
the spring. 
 
 

For several years, classroom accommodation has 
been inadequate 
and a lot of the 
classes were held 
out of doors or on 
the dormitory floor. 
The old school 
building provided 
only 4 classrooms 
and its structural 
state was rapidly 

deteriorating.  In the autumn of 2010, foundations 
were laid for a block of new temporary classrooms.  
In the last few months, these have been completed 
and are now in use. 
 

The original school 
building, which was 
built in 1998 to 
house the first 17 
children, has sadly 
been demolished to 
make way for a new 
academic building. 
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Life goes on as usual while works get under way 
on the foundations for the new academic block. 
 

Lama Thupten’s dream is to be able to provide 
education for his children up to age 18.  At present 
the children go on to the local secondary school in 
Bomba at age 12, then on to High School in 
Tawang at age 16. 

FMVSO News 
At my desk in a barn in the depths of rural 
Somerset, it gives me great joy to be in contact with 
children and staff at Manjushree as well their 
supporters in UK and around the world.  We, the 
trustees of FMVSO, hold a formal meeting twice a 
year and report annually to UK Charities 
Commission.  We take our responsiblities seriously 
in keeping donors informed, in good housekeeping, 
and in spreading the word about Lama Thupten’s 
amazing work at Manjushree.  Part of our 
promotional work is with schools, in particular 2 in 
Scotland, raising awareness and working with 
teachers to tie in with the syllabus in various 
subjects.  The response of pupils and teachers alike 
is extremely positive;  in one school the head boy 
personally organised a dressdown day and sent us 
an impressive donation for Manjushree. I have also 
started working with a Scout troop in Wales and 
hope there will be other opportunities in the future to 
link the Manjushree family with young people in UK. 
 

FMVSO fully supports Lama Thupten’s vision: 

 To provide a home and close-knit loving 
family for orphans, physically disabled or 
destitute children of the Tawang district 

 To provide a modern education and sound 
moral values 

 To inspire young people to act with a good 
heart, to become leaders in their communities 
and to help bring peace to the world 
 

These boys 
and girls are 
just at the 
beginning. 
We hope to 
see them 
follow in the 
footsteps of 
their older 
brothers and sisters – to go on to further education 
and make a success of their lives.     
 

Please continue to support us in our mission to 
help the children of Tawang district. All 
donations to FMVSO go direct to Manjushree.  
No expenses are deducted and our trips are 
self-funded  

Lama Thupten and the Manjushree family join me in 
sending love, thanks, and good wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year to all you kind folks 
who support the orphanage through FMVSO. 
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